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◆Exhibition Title：Joseon Sovereign’s Merssage 

Event Period: January 28th, 2026 – April 6th   

  

◆What is Chosen Tsushinshi / Joseon Missions to Japan 

The Korean Missions were diplomatic missions that came to Japan during the Edo period 

(1603-1868) as Missions for the King of Korea. At the time, diplomatic relations were 

restricted in Japan, so the Korean Envoys were the missions that telled valuable information 

and culture from foreign countries, and are said to have had a major impact on Japanese 

society. The Korean Missions traveling back and forth between Japan and the Joseon Dynasty 

enabled the two countries to maintain peaceful relations for over 200 years. 

◆Exhibition Overview 

 Korean envoys came to Japan bearing sovereign letters from the King of Joseon Dynasty on 

occasions such as when the Tokugawa Shogunate succeeded a new Shogun. These letters were 

carried respectfully in palanquins during the long journey. Sovereign letters were exchanged 

12 times throughout the Edo period, playing a major role in building and maintaining peace 

between Japan with Joseon Dynasty. 

This exhibition focuses on the sovereign letters, which were the purpose of the Korean 

envoys' journeys, and introduces these letters, which supported diplomatic relations, using 

documents from our collection. 

◆View Point 

You will be able to learn about the documents that once supported diplomatic relations 

between Japan and the Joseon Dynasty. 

◆Recommended works 

 

「Document’s Title : Picture Scroll of Korean Mission’s」 

Many paintings of the procession of the Korean Envoys still exist today. Painters of 

the Kano School and city painters, at the request of their lords, sketched the procession, 

leaving behind vast records of the event which still exist today. 

It is natural to find a woodblock scroll print like this one, which depicts the procession 

in such detail. The picture also shows the importance these welcoming ceremonies for 

the Korean envoys held for the Shogun. 

 

 


