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◆Exhibition Title  Event period：November 5, 2025 to January 12, 2026  

Collection Exhibition Ⅳ “The World Seen by Kunitaro Suda” 
 

◆Exhibition Overview 
Kunitaro Suda (1891-1961) was born in Kyoto. He 

studied aesthetics and art history at Kyoto Imperial 
University (now Kyoto University). Around the age of 
19, he began teaching himself oil painting. At the 
same time, he also started studying the utai 
(chanting) of Noh in the Kongō school, a practice he 
continued throughout his life. He later studied 
drawing at the Kansai Art Institute. At the age of 28, 
he spent four years in Spain researching classical 
painting. While making copies at the Prado Museum, 
he also studied art history and aesthetics. During his 
studies abroad, he visited more than 170 cities across 
approximately 15 countries, including Spain, 
Portugal, France, and Germany, expanding his 
horizons. 
After returning to Japan, Suda continued creating 

art while teaching art history. At the age of 41, he 
held his first solo exhibition, marking his debut in the 
art world. 

Suda, who was both a painter and an art historian, 
explored a wide range of artistic disciplines beyond 
oil painting, including ink painting, ceramics, and 
utai (chanting) of Noh.  
This exhibition will feature Suda’s oil paintings, ink 

paintings, and ceramics. Additionally, it presents sketches he made while observing Noh 
performances, capturing the fleeting moments of movement. Also on display are 
photographs taken by Suda during his time in Europe, as well as miniature toys from 
Glico caramel candies (a Japanese confectionery brand), out of fascination with their 
sculptural forms. 
 

《”Sumida River” 
-Sketches of Noh-》 

Kunitaro Suda (1891-1961) 
1951  Pencil on paper 

《Yellow Leopard》 
Kunitaro Suda (1891-1961) 
1944  Oil on canvas 

《Collection of Glico’s Toy》 



◆ Other interesting exhibits 

Additionally, visitors can appreciate Japanese armor and princess palanquins (vehicles used by 

feudal lords for their princesses and carried by several people) from the late Edo period.   

The works of Suda Kunitaro (1891-1961), a painter active in Kyoto, are also on display here. His 

collection of many unusual little toys will also be interesting. These are the omake (free gifts) that 

come with the Japanese "Glico" caramel candy. These are extras that were included in the 1950s. 

Although the contents are different, they are still sold today and have a 100-year history. 

 

▲Armor and Princess Palanquins (Late Edo period)    ▲Toy attached to “Glico” (1950’s) 

 

◆Interesting points in front of this museum 

 

■Exterior 

This location was an inn during the Edo period (1603-

1867) and was an official inn where feudal lords and 

aristocrats stayed. In those days, such official inns were 

called "Honjin.” This building is a reconstruction of the 

exterior of the "Honjin." Visitors can enjoy the atmosphere 

of old Japan. 

 

 

■Naga-gangi 

The stone steps of the sea in front of this building date back to 

the Edo period (1603-1867). These stone steps were built in an 

ingenious way to make it easier to get in and out of small boats. 

It is called "Naga-gangi.” 

 

■Kaidenma 

The wooden boat in front of this building is a traditional Japanese small boat that was built in 

1983, a relatively new period of manufacture. It does not have an engine and is rowed manually 

with oars. This wooden boat is called "Kaidenma.” This kind of ship was used as a high-speed 

messenger boat. Today, “Kaidenma” is used for local festivals and events such as the Korean 

envoys' re-enactment procession in Shimokamagari, Hiroshima. 
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